COMMUNITY WITH PURPOSE, 
NOT SELF-ABSORPTION  


When God calls us to himself, he calls us to the church. The word translated “church” literally means “called out assembly,” a plural noun, and so necessarily includes others. The church is also called “the Body of Christ,” and the stress in this context is on the “many members” in “one body.”  When our lives are linked to Jesus Christ, we are inseparably linked to all believers. Hence the need for community or fellowship in the church 


But since the 1960s this Christian community or fellowship has often become confused with “encounter groups” whose purpose is essentially therapeutic self-discovery.  By venting my feelings, I achieve a catharsis and feel better about myself, but really share no lasting bond with the other self-seekers in the group. Some label this “commitmentless communion.”  

Christ calls us to Christian community, to a host of “one-anothers”:  loving, helping, encouraging, accepting, admonishing, and strengthening one another. This is true communion through commitment. God’s people will develop deep friendships in the church as we meet together, share our lives with each other, and as we worship, work, serve, pray, rejoice, and yes, even weep together.
COMPASSION WITH DISCERNMENT,
NOT HANDOUTS

Works of mercy and compassion are essential for Christians who follow the call of Christ. As our heavenly Father is merciful to the just and the unjust, so we desire to imitate him. The early church was noted for their works of mercy, especially in their respectful burial of the dead, even the dead bodies of unbelievers. Not even the pagans could argue with this practical evidence of love. To many today, the church is primarily understood as a type of “social service” agency. We can be thankful for the merciful acts of our predeces-sors and hope to imitate them in lavish love.


With wisdom, however. God has created people to work and to be productive, if possible: to carry their own load. Even more, the Gospel regularly transforms takers into givers. But sin has rendered us lazy and hopelessly self-centered. So we must ensure that our continuous compassion does not unwittingly enable the fit to shirk their God-given calling to be as productive as they can. A hand-up is always better than a hand-out.  

OUTREACH WITH PASSION, 
NOT COMPULSION

Because we believe our own message, Christians are passionate about reaching out to unbelievers, spreading this good news, and calling others into this joyful, redeeming, transforming relationship with Christ.  The bad news of sin is worse than we think, which means that the good news of pardon and peace in Christ is better than we can imagine. 


So, with God’s help, we will always be a “gospel” church. I believe that guilt is a poor motivator. But our aim is to be alarmed at sin and overjoyed in the Gospel. In this passionate gratitude we worship and serve and reach out to others, never denying our guilt, but always celebrating the triumph of our Risen King who loves us to the end! (You can download a book-length explanation at the website below.)
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St. Augustine, who looms large in the history and thinking of both the Protestant and Roman Catholic churches, most famously noted in his Confessions, “Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”

Countless people have confirmed and confessed this truth as their own experience. We were made for God, but sin as estranged us from him. And we know that our most fundamental need is to be reconciled to him, to return, to rest in him.


We must not confuse this with a mere private, personal experience. Jesus Christ came to repair our relationship with God, but he does so primarily by creating a people of God. Jesus said, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Mt. 16:18)


Your deep longing for God, your restless heart, will only find fulfillment in the context of Christ’s church. You are yearning to belong to the company of the people of hope, deeply committed to Christ and to each other.

But there is great confusion about the church today. Often the church has become a mere talent show, a school to train youth in morality, a self-help program, or a social service agency, none of which fulfills the design of Christ. So read on to discover the church you’ve been longing for.   
WORSHIP WITH INTEGRITY, 
NOT ENTERTAINMENT


Our primary purpose, our “chief end” as God’s creatures, is “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” These two goals are wonderfully combined in divine worship.  This means that the church must first and foremost be a worshiping community, a people who worships God focusing on him alone as both the subject and the object of worship.  Because he is so great and glorious, if we do not worship him the rocks will cry out. All his creatures exist to honor and glorify him, and it is only in worshiping God and enjoying his greatness that we find the purpose for our existence. So we seek primarily as the church of Jesus Christ to glorify God in serious, God-focused, and Christ-centered worship.  


Unfortunately, much of the church in North America has abandoned divine worship in favor of entertainment.  Entertainment has invaded every aspect of American life: education, politics, the media, news reporting, popular discourse, and increasingly religion. It is common for churches to present their worship as a performance or show or dramatic experience for the “audience” to “see.” I lament this degrading innovation and promise that we will never try to entertain you in divine worship. I believe instead that worship should offer a break from the ubiquitous entertainment that saturates the rest of life. Our church will seek to make worship engaging in that it stimulates you to greater faith in Christ, love, and obedience. But with God’s help our church will never allow divine worship to degenerate into entertainment for mere amusement. 

NURTURE THROUGH FAMILIES, NOT PROGRAMS


Jesus Christ calls his church to make disciples of all nations by teaching the baptized (Matthew 28:19-20). So the teaching ministry of the church is essential, not optional.  To this end, I pledge that our church will be a “teaching church,” that we will devote the majority of our time and energy to explaining and applying God’s Word, the holy and inerrant Scriptures, the whole counsel of God.  Mission first requires a message, so teaching must come before action. I am convinced that the gospel alone is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16-17), so teaching and proclaiming God’s Word is our main mission. 

At the same time, I believe that God has called parents, primarily fathers, to teach and train their sons and daughters in the faith, in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) Sadly, many parents in North American churches today have abdicated this role, turning their children over to the church. And many churches have foolishly assumed the role of surrogate, spiritual parents. The church should not raise your children in the Lord for you. God entrusted them to you, not to the church. So our church will not provide amusing programs for your children nor turn them over to youth pastors to perpetuate their spiritual immaturity. I believe that Dad is to be his children’s “youth pastor,” and that if Dad is absent, then some other mature fathers or men in the congregation should fill in. I believe parents are to raise their children in the Lord, and our church will train and equip parents to that end. 
OBEDIENCE IN FAITHFULNESS, NOT OPTIONAL SANCTIFICATION

Jesus calls the church to make disciples of all nations by teaching the baptized to obey all that he has commanded.  Obedience to the Word of God is to the heart of true discipleship. The word translated “disciple” literally means “student.” But in the world of the New Testament, the disciple or student would literally follow the teacher and learn to imitate his thinking, words, and actions. The thought of optional obedience is unknown and unthinkable to the New Testament faith.

One of the detriments to living in an entertainment culture is that we are bombarded with de-contextualized inform-ation about which we are expected to do nothing. This creates what some have called a “Low-Information-to-Action-Ratio” (re-markably the acronym for this syndrome is L.I.A.R.!). We get used to doing nothing about the information that is presented to us.  But God’s Word calls for a perfect information-to-action-ratio. “Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1:22) Some churches have even made obedience optional: “You can ask Jesus to be your Savior now,” they will declare, “and later, if you want to, you can make Jesus your Lord.” This teaching is utterly foreign to the New Testament and destructive to the Christian faith. Jesus has called his church to “teach them to obey,” and this, I pledge, we will to do.  
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